Devon Lawrence 
Portfolio Nonfiction Analysis

The Poisonwood Bible by Barbara Kingsolver
Key Term #1:

Congo Crisis 
	The Congo Crisis is used to describe the period after 1960 when the strongest political turmoil was occurring. June 30th, 1960 is when the Congo became a free country, independent from Belgium. This happened only after fighting with the Belgians and demanding independence immediately. When elections were held, an African nationalist leader, Patrice Lumumba, won. He was Prime Minister for only a short time, but in this time he made a political enemy, Moise Tshombe. Tshombe controlled Katanga, a very wealthy mining province, and was backed by Belgium. Tshombe and Katanga seceded from the Congo. Trying to avoid a civil war, Lumumba called upon the aid of the United Nations and Soviet Union to restore peace, although it was not very successful. Not even a year after his election, Lumumba was arrested and murdered. Colonel Mobutu was appointed as the new Prime Minister. After two more years of the United Nations fighting Tshombe, he fled and Katanga was finally reunited with the Congo. 
	The Price family is living through the Congo Crisis, although it’s apparent they don’t know it. They describe hearing of riots, elections, Lumumba, and independence, but have no idea just how significant and dangerous this time period is for the Congo. Even when all Americans and all missionaries are being evacuated, Nathan Price refuses to leave until his job of converting his entire African village to Christianity is complete.
	
[bookmark: _GoBack]	The Poisonwood Bible is a story about a missionary and his family who travel to the Congo during the Congo Crisis to convert a village to Christianity. Choosing the “Congo Crisis” as a key term was very helpful to me because it gave me more insight into the time period of the book. It also helped me catch subtle events in the Prices’ lives that were a direct result from the Congo Crisis. Without the further research, I wouldn’t have understood the significance of names like “Patrice Lumumba” and “Moise Tshombe,” that were constantly used throughout the book. 

The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini
Key Term #2:

Khastegari: 
Khastegari is a traditional Persian ceremony for proposing. It is not used as much currently, because arranged marriages are becoming less and less common, but in many cases khastegari is still used in non-arranged marriages as a symbol of respect and tradition. In Khastegari, if a man wants to marry a woman, he must go to her house, accompanied by his elder relatives, such as his father, and propose. In an arranged marriage, this might be the first time the groom and bride meet each other. The groom’s family are then received by the bride’s family, and have a small engagement party where the two families get to know each other. 
	When Amir falls in love with Soraya, he asks his father to arrange the khastegari. It seems to be a big deal to both Amir and Baba when they go to her house, and receive General Taheri’s blessing for them to get engaged. This is the first step for their marriage. 

	The Kite Runner is about a young boy, Amir, growing up in Afghanistan during the occupation by the Taliban. Although there is nothing wrong with my explanation of this key term, I think it is fairly trivial to the story, and not actually a “key term” at all. If I was to re-do this journal, I would’ve picked a term more significant and relevant to the story.

Memoirs of a Geisha by Arthur Golden
Key Term #3:

Geisha
p. 29 “Her hair was ornamented with the dangling green bloom of a willow, and she wore a soft pink kimono with white flowers like cutouts all over it. The broad obi tied around her middle was orange and yellow.” p. 36 “…just slipping her feet into her lacquered zori, stood an exquisitely beautiful woman wearing a kimono lovelier than anything I’d ever imagined.” p. 37 “… her face was painted a kind of rich white, like the wall of a cloud when lit by the sun. Her hair, fashioned into lobes, gleamed as darkly as lacquer, and was decorated with ornaments carved out of amber, and with a bar from which tiny silver strips dangled, shimmering as she moved.” p. 37 “…you see, geisha are more superstitious even than fisherman. A geisha will never go out for the evening until someone has sparked a flint on her back for good luck.” p. 45 “... beginning my training meant going to a school in another section of Gion to take lessons in things like music, dance, and tea ceremony. All the girls studying to be a geisha took classes at this same school.” p. 47 “…in her geisha days she’d used a kind of white makeup called “China Clay,” made with a base of lead. China Clay turned out to be poisonous… even during the early years of World War II, you could still see old women on the streets on Gion with sagging yellow necks.” p. 51 “It was a tradition in the okiya for a young girl, on the day she begins her training, to observe the most senior geisha in this way.” p. 61 “Because, you see, when a geisha wakes up in the morning she is just like any other woman. Her face may be greasy from sleep, and her breath unpleasant.” p. 75 “…the takamakura – ‘tall pillow’ – just like the kind Hatsumomo used. It wasn’t really a pillow at all, but a wooden stand with a padded cradle for the neck; this was the only way a geisha could sleep without ruining her elaborate hairstyle.” p. 108 “Geisha don’t wash their hair every day, you see, because of their fancy hairstyles. So a hair ornament is a very intimate article.”
Geishas are Japanese women who have been trained since childhood in all forms of the arts. They must learn to dance, sing, play instruments, learn proper social skills, how to apply the correct makeup and kimono, and more. They have a very distinct look, with white face makeup and special hairstyles, clothes, and shoes. Geishas live in a house called an okiya while they’re learning, usually with other geisha. Once they have completed about six or more years of training, they choose to become a full geisha or not. Contrary to a common misconception, geisha are not prostitutes, and do not have sex with their clients. Although geishas were extremely common in the 18th, 19th,  and 20th centuries, today, there are few geisha left because of the rigorous training process.
	
	Memoirs of a Geisha is a book about a young girl who is taken away from her village and sold into being a geisha. It follows her life story from this young age, through her peak years as a geisha, and all the way to her old age. This key term was from our most recent World Lit. book checkpoint, and is in a different format than the other two key terms. Instead of providing my own background research, I took direct quotes from Memoirs of a Geisha that described the key term. I think that from the quotes I included in my explanation, the reader was able to get an extensive idea of the key term. I included information about the physical appearance, training process, traditions, and lifestyle of a geisha. I also added a description that gave some general background on what geisha are and their history in Japan.
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